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The Jersey Cattle Association of Ireland 

PRESENTS 

 

THE IRISH JERSEY CATTLE  

BREEDING PROGRAMME 

1. General Conditions: 
I. Name of breed: Jersey 

II. Geographical territory: The Republic of Ireland 
III. The Herd Book of the Jersey Cattle Association of Ireland (the Association) 

shall have: 
a. Particulars and performance records of the eligible Jersey cattle 
b. Such other information as the Board of the Association may from time 

to time decide 
 

2. Breed Characteristics: 
Jersey females should be of dairy character, deep of body with a good spring of rib. 
The head should be short, broad and dished. Colour varies from whole, pale 
brown/red to dark brown/red and may be broken with white. Character is docile and 
inquisitive. Bulls have a high crest which tends to be dark in colour. 
 

3. Aim of Breeding Programme & Selection Objectives: 
The Association’s breeding objective is to encourage, promote and improve the 
breeding of Jersey cattle in Ireland. Encouraging our breeders by promoting and 
improving the breed is as follows: 

I. The Association may provide an approved list of bulls of high genetic merit 
for breeders, to maintain the Herd Book and improve breed performance and 
quality in Ireland. 

II. To protect the integrity of the purebred pedigree Jersey in Ireland, the ‘three 
generations pure’ in the Irish Jersey Cattle Herd Book rule is enforced.  

III. The breeders should select breeding animals which meet the above breed 
characteristics, along with criteria to meet their individual breeding goals.  
 

4. Herd Book Procedures 
I. Divisions of the Herd Book 

The Herd Book is composed of a Main Section and a Supplementary Section. 
 

II. Main Section 
Animals eligible for entry in the main section of the Herd Book shall be: 
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a. Those whose parents and grandparents are registers in any EU or other 
country approved Jersey herd book and comply with the Irish Jersey 
Cattle Association of Ireland ‘Irish Jersey Cattle’ herd book rules. 

b. Identified at birth, according to the rules if the Irish Jersey Cattle herd 
book. 

c. Have a pedigree established in accordance with the rules of the Irish 
Jersey Cattle herd book 

d. Extra traceability checks will be carried out on imported animals from 
any country and in particular animals coming from non EU countries 
depending also on the country of origin’s regulations. These checks 
will be completed at the discretion of The Jersey Cattle Association of 
Ireland, in order to verify the authentication of the breeding. 

III. Supplementary Section of the Herd Book 
a. The Irish Jersey Cattle Herd Book provides for a grading-up 

programme for Jersey females, which is accommodated by the 
Supplementary Section. A female, that does not qualify do entry in the 
main section of the Herd Book, may be entered in the Supplementary 
section of the Herd Book subject to the conditions set out below.  

b. The Supplementary Section shall be divided into three sections: 
Section A, Section B, and Section C. Only female animals are eligible 
for entry in the supplementary section. 

c. Supplementary Section A: To qualify for entry in Section A of the 
Supplementary Section of the Irish Jersey Cattle Herd Book, an animal 
shall be identified in accordance with the Herd Book rules and be 
judged to conform to the breed standard. The sire of the animal shall be 
registered in the Main Section of the Herd Book. Females in this 
section shall have the letters ‘ASR’ written after their name on their 
certificates. 

d. Supplementary Section B: To qualify for entry in Section B of the 
Supplementary Section of the Irish Jersey Cattle Herd Book, and 
animal shall be identified in accordance with the Herd Book rules and 
be judged to conform to the breed standard. The dam of the animal 
shall be registered in Section A of the Supplementary Section of the 
Herd Book, and the sire registered in the Main Section of the Herd 
Book, or in another EU or other country approved Herd Book of the 
Jersey breed. Females in this section shall have the letters ‘BSR’ 
written after their name on their certificate.   

e. Grading Up Criteria: A female whose dam (Section B) and maternal 
grand dam (Section A) are registered in a supplementary section of the 
Irish Jersey Cattle Herd Book and whose sire and two grandsires are 
entered in the Main Section of the Herd Book, or in another approved 
Herd Book of the breed shall be registered in the main section of the 
Herd Book.  
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5. System of identifying animals 
I. The registration and Herd Book number for each animal will correspond to the 

National Identification Number of that animal.  
II. A member who seeks registration of an animal in the Irish Jersey Cattle Herd 

Book must first register an approved prefix which shall be applicable to all 
animals bred and registered by that member either alone or jointly with any 
partner(s) or other persons in any one herd. 

III. A prefix shall consist of a maximum of two words and the member shall pay a 
fee for the registration thereof. 

IV. A prefix that has been used by a member may not subsequently be used by 
another member, except when a herd is taken over by the representative of the 
family of the previous own of said herd. Otherwise, no prefix may be 
transferred from one member or herd to another unless permission of the 
Board of the Association is obtained. 

V. In addition to the herd prefix, each animal must have a name and may also use 
a number. The name shall be in the format of the herd prefix followed by the 
animal’s name, i.e. Prefix Name. 
 

6. System of registering animals 
I. The birth of every calf, dead or alive, to any dam registered in the Herd Book 

shall be notified to the Association through the Animal Events System by the 
owner or his representative within the prescribed time allowed by the 
Department of Agriculture and Food. The naming of an animal through the 
Animal Events System at the time of registration of birth indicates the request 
for registration in the Herd Book. The completed Animal Events Return must 
include all necessary information to enable the pedigree registration to be 
completed.  

II. Timeframe for registering animals: Breeders and owners shall submit animals 
for registration to the Association within 12 months of birth. The Association 
at their own discretion may impose a late registration fee for animals 
submitted after this time. 

III. Method for requesting the registration of an animal: The entry of every animal 
in the Association Herd Book shall be requested for registration by the owner 
using any one of the following methods: 

a. By post on the calf registration form attached. 
b. By email giving the National Identification Number  
c. By text message or telephone call giving the National Identification 

Number 
IV. The Association reserves the right to request additional information by post or 

email that may be applicable and pertaining to the registration of an animal. 
Examples of such additional materials include (but not limited to) export 
certificates, DNA certificates, or insemination certificates.  
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V. The Association reserves the right to refuse to accept the notification of the 
birth of a calf as a request for registration where the information provided is 
deemed to insufficient or inaccurate. 

VI. The Association reserves the right to request the relevant insemination 
certificate where a calf is born as a result of artificial insemination. 

VII. In the case of a calf born by embryo transfer, embryos must be notified to the 
Association in the appropriate embryo registration form, which must be 
properly and accurately filled out by the owner of the donor female and the 
representative of the approved collection team. When an embryo duly notified 
as above, in any way changes its status by means of thawing, implantation, 
change of ownership etc., this change must be notified to the Association in an 
approved and signed Embryo Amendment Form. 

VIII. In the case of calves born because of embryo transplant, the donor dam, sire 
and resultant calf shall be DNA typed. The cost of this is to be borne by the 
breeder. 

IX. The Association reserves the right to cancel the registration in the Herd Book 
of an animal where the registration has been made on the basis of information 
subsequently found to be inaccurate or misleading. The Association shall 
insist that bulls for use in pedigree breeding must be DNA typed and sire 
verified by an approved laboratory before progeny can be accepted for 
registration in the Irish Jersey Cattle Herd Book. The owner of the animal 
shall bear the cost of DNA testing.  

X. Each year the Association shall DNA type one in every 30 calves submitted 
for registration to ensure the veracity of pedigree records. Where such DNA 
typing does not authenticate the parentage notified, the Association reserves 
the right to carry out further DNA typing in the breeder’s herd. These tests and 
any subsequent testing costs shall be borne by the breeder. The Association 
reserves the right to carry out, at their discretion, random DNA typing on all 
animals and the costs shall be borne by the breeder. In the event of an animal 
failing this verification, the Association may then decide to have all animals 
proposed for registration by the breeder DNA typed and verified for a period 
of time as is deemed necessary. 

XI. In the case of imported animals, semen or embryos, the onus shall be on the 
breeder seeking to register progeny resulting from this animals, semen, or 
embryos, to send the required relevant three generation pedigree 
documentation and DNA typing details, where required, to the Secretary for 
entry in the register.  

 
7. Performance testing 

I. Breeders are required to milk record their animals, where possible. Each 
female’s milk yield, butterfat per cent and volume, and protein per cent and 
volume,  will be displayed on the animal’s zootechnical certificate which is 
available to the animal’s owner in hardcopy upon registration, and thereafter 
on request for an updated certificate. 
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II. This data is collected through the appointed milk recording agencies via 
ICBF’s Taurus programme, and recorded on the same programme. 

III. ICBF will use data collected by the Herd Book to conduct performance 
testing, as detailed in the Service Level Agreement (Section 8) 
 

8. System of Recording Pedigrees 
I. Pedigree information is recorded on the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation’s 

Taurus database. 
II. For each animal, the following information should be recorded: 

a. Pedigree name 
b. Identification number 
c. Date of birth 
d. Sex 
e. Herd book category  
f. Parentage (unless this information is not required in line with its herd 

book category i.e XSR/ASR) 
g. In the case of breeding males, their DNA verification laboratory 

sample must be recorded 
h. In the case of females, lactation results must be recorded 

III. The above information is available to breeders in the form of a certificate of 
registration incorporating a pedigree extended to a maximum of three 
generations in respect of such animal. 
.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


